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ALTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 
COUNCIL  OFFICES, 

HIGH  STREET,  ALTON. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1956. 

Introduction. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

l have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  information  and  con- 
sideration the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1956,  compiled  accord- 
ing to  the  directions  of  the  Minister  of  Health. 

What  I think  will  in  after  years  be  recognised  as  the 
outstanding  health  feature  of  1956  was  the  poiliomyelitis  vaccina- 
tion programme  introduced  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  during  May 
and  June,  which  aroused  universal  interest  both  amongst  the 
medical  profession  and  the  general  public. 

With  the  exception  of  the  infant  mortality  rate,  which  showed 
an  increase  (so  did  this  rate  in  the  Alton  Rural  District),  the  vital 
statistical  figures  are  satisfactory,  continuing  to  show  the  improve- 
ments to  which  we  have  become  accustomed.  The  birth  rate  is 
slightly  higher  and  the  death  rate  lower  than  in  previous  years. 
The  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  was  particularly  low,  being 
less  than  one-fifth  of  the  previous  year  and  less  than  the  figures 
recorded  for  a number  of  years  past. 

I am  grateful  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  for  their  encouragement  and  help,  to  Mr. 
Godsell,  Clerk  of  the  Council,  to  Mr.  Ling,  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector,  and  Mr.  Worthington  for  their  ready  assistance  enabling 
me  to  carry  out  my  duties. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  COUTTS  MILNE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
Alton  Urban  District  Council. 
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Part  I 

Genera!  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

1 Staff. 

Dr.  Randall  Martin  vacated  the  appointment  of  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  on  the  18th  April,  1956,  on  beng  apponted  Senior 
Medical  Officer,  Maternity  & Child  Welfare  Section,  Hampshire 
County  Council,  Dr.  Coutts  Milne  was  appointed  as  his  successor 
and  took  up  his  duties  on  the  9th  July,  1956.  During  the  interval 
Dr.  Randall  Martin  acted  as  interim  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Mr.  Hunt  vacated  his  appointment  on  the  31st  July,  1956  and 
Mr.  Ling  succeeded  him,  taking  up  his  duties  on  1st  September, 
1956. 

2 The  population  of  the  town  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar 
General  for  mid- 1956  is  8690.  This  shows  an  increase  of  20  over 
the  1955  figure.  The  natural  increase  of  births  over  deaths 
amounted  to  52. 

3 Birth  and  Death  Rate. 

During  the  year  there  were  144  live  births  giving  a birth  rate 
of  16.6  per  1000  of  the  population.  The  comparability  factor  given 
by  the  Registar  General  which  when  applied  to  the  local  rate  gives 
a figure  which  can  be  compared  with  the  rates  for  other  areas  is 
1.01  for  births,  giving  an  adjusted  rate  of  16.7  which  compares 
with  the  rate  of  15.7  (provisional)  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  92  deaths  give  a crude  death  rate  of  10.6  per  1000  of  the 
population.  The  comparability  factor  is  0.96  and  this  gives  an 
adjusted  rate  of  11.1  whch  compares  with  that  of  11.7  for  England 
and  Wales. 

4 Infant  Mortality  Rate. 

There  were  4 deaths  in  children  under  one  year  and  all  four 
occurred  during  the  first  4 weeks  of  life.  The  infant  mortality  rate 
is  27.7  per  1000  related  births  compared  with  21.2  for  the  previous 
year  and  with  a rate  of  23.8  for  England  and  Wales,  the  lowest 
ever  recorded  for  the  country.  The  small  numbers  involved,  how- 
ever, render  rate  comparisons  with  other  areas  or  earlier  years 
misleading.  There  were  2 still  births  recorded,  the  same  as  in  *1955. 
There  were  no  maternal  deaths. 

5 Causes  of  Death. 

As  noted  last  year  the  commonest  cause  of  death  was 
diseases  of  the  heart  and  blood  vessels  (31)  followed  by  vascular 
lesions  of  the  nervous  system  (13)  and  cancer  of  various  types  (12) 
— 5 men  and  7 women. 

Evidence  continues  to  accumulate  of  the  increased  risk  of  lung 
cancer  in  smokers.  Smoking  has  also  been  incriminated  as  a factor 
in  determining  death  from  chronic  bronchitis  and  in  causing  break- 
down of  inactive  pulmonary  tuberculosis  among  middle  aged  and 
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older  men.  The  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
recently  made  public  certain  information  indicating  the  relative 
risk  of  lung  cancer  in  smokers.  Of  life  long  heavy  smokers  (about  25 
cigarettes  a day)  one  in  ten  would  be  expected  to  die  of  lung  can- 
cer before  reaching  the  age  of  75.  Among  heavy  and  continuou ; 
smokers  (substantially  more  than  25  a day)  the  death  rate  from 
lung  cancer  was  about  40  times  that  among  non-smokers.  Some 
comment  on  such  figures  is,  1 think,  called  for  and  in  this  question 
1 cannot  do  better  than  quote  from  a statement  by  the  Council 
of  the  National  Association  for  the  Prevention  of  Tuberculosis 
(Dec.  1956)  in  which  they  state  that  although  the  essential  cause 
of  cancer  has  not  yet  been  discovered  we  must  act  on  certain 
information  available.  “Those  who  smoke  heavily  should  cut  down 
on  their  smoking.  Cigarette  smoking  is  a habit  better  not  started. 
It  is  worth  while  discouraging  young  people  from  ever  smoking 
that  first  cigarette.  By  supporing  mass  radiography  campaigns  and 
encouraging  friends  and  neighbours  to  have  a chest  X ray  we  can 
help  to  discover  the  disease  early  and  treat  it  successfully.” 

6 Infectious  Disease. 

(a)  General. 

As  in  the  rest  of  England  and  Wales  the  incidence  of  infectious 
diseases  in  the  town  was  low.  The  chief  feature  of  the  returns  for 
the  country  as  a whole  were  the  continued  rise  in  the  incidence  of 
dysentery,  the  highest  on  record  and  in  which  fortunately  the 
town  did  not  participate  and  the  continued  fall  in  the  incidence 
of  diphtheria,  only  302  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  in  England 
and  Wales,  this  number  being  less  than  half  of  the  lowest  weekly 
total  in  the  pre-innoculation  period. 

Only  30  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  in  the  town 
during  the  year— the  lowest  number  for  a number  of  years  past  and 
a great  reduction  from  the  figure  of  168  in  1955. 

(b)  Measles. 

Only  11  cases  of  measles,  all  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year, 
were  reported  compared  with  109  in  1955.  As  the  incidence  of 
measles  rises  in  alternate  years  the  decrease  is  in  consequence 
complementary  to  the  large  number  of  cases  the  previous  year. 

(c)  Whooping  Cough. 

3 cases  of  whooping  cough  were  notified — all  girls,  two  aged  2 
and  one  aged  4 — compared  with  3 cases  in  1955. 

(d)  Scarlet  Fever. 

6 cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  reported  compared  with  14  the 
previous  year;  4 occurred  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year. 

(e)  Poliomyelitis. 

No  case  of  poliomyelitis  was  reported  during  the  year  com- 
pared with  3 cases  the  previous  year.  On  the  19th  January  a 
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Ministry  of  Health  Circular  announced  that  a certain  amount  of 
poliomyelitis  vaccine  was  expected  to  be  ready  in  May  and  June. 
It  was  offered  on  a voluntary  basis  to  children  born  between  194/ 
and  1954,  who  had  been  registered  for  this  purpose  by  April  As 
there  was  not  enough  vaccine  for  all  the  children  who  had 
registered,  children  were  selected  according  to  a centrally  detei- 
mined  plan  designed  to  maintain  an  even  spread  throughout  the 
eligible  age  groups  based  on  the  month  of  birth.  In  the  whole 
country  about  2 million  children  were  registered.  In  the  town  the 
response  was  small  and  8 children  received  the  vaccine  given  in 
two  injections  at  4 weeks  interval.  A number  of  problems  in  the 
prevention  of  poliomyelitis  still  remain  unanswered,  one  in 
particular  being  how  long  the  protective  effect  of  the  vaccine  will 
last. 

(f)  Sonne  Dysentery, 

No  case  of  dysentery  was  notified  during  the  year  but  in 
November  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Winchester  reported  that 
a boy  aged  3 who  had  been  an  in-patient  in  Alton  General  Hospital 
with  gastro-enteritis  was  positive  for  Sonne  Dysentery.  The  boy’s 
family  had  recently  come  from  London.  Examination  of  stool 
samples  from  the  rest  of  the  family  showed  that  two  other  children 
were  also  positive.  Stool  samples  were  also  obtained  from  another 
family  related  to  this  family  but  ali  were  negative.  The  name  of 
another  family  was  given  by  the  second  family  and  of  the  10 
members  in  this  family  5 children  were  positive.  This  family  gave 
the  name  of  another  family  in  the  same  street  and  all  the  family 
— 6 children  and  2 parents — were  found  positive.  All  the  positive 
excretors  were  referred  to  their  own  doctor  for  advice  and  treat- 
ment. 

(g)  Tuberculosis. 

7 new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during 
the  year,  the  same  number  as  last  year.  There  was  only  one  case 
of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis.  The  age  and  sex  distribution  of 
the  cases  notified  is — 


Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Age  group 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  5 . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—14.. 

— 

1 

— 

— 

15—24.. 

2 

— 

— 

1 

25—44.. 

2 

1 

— 

— 

45—64.. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

5 

2 

— 

1 

5 


In  May  the  Southampton  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  the 
town  and  I am  indebted  to  the  Medical  Director  for  the  following 
details — 

Male  Female  Total 
Total  number  attending  for  X-ray  1081  1316  2397 

Newly  discovered  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

(Assessment  of  cases) 

Recommended  for — Male  Female 

(1)  Occasional  supervision  2 — 

(2)  Immediate  treatment  1 

equals  0.41  per  1000 

The  Director  comments  that  the  numbers  attending  were 
about  the  same  as  their  previous  visit,  but  on  this  occasion  the 
tuberculous  “pick-ups”  were  very  much  lower. 

7 Prophylactic  Immunisation  Schemes. 

With  certain  exceptions  the  incidence  of  many  infectious  dis- 
eases in  the  community  has  been  greatly  reduced  or  even 
eliminated,  and  this  has  resulted  in  more  problems  for  public 
health.  Artificial  immunity  has  become  of  increasing  importance. 
An  immense  reduction  in  the  incidence  of  diphtheria  in  the  country 
has  followed  the  general  immunisation  of  infants  and  young 
children,  even  in  1948  there  were  3575  cases  and  156  deaths  whilst 
in  1956  there  were  only  302  cases.  In  this  town  no  case  has 
occurred  for  the  past  9 years.  In  order  to  eradicate  the  disease  it 
is  considered  necessary  to  secure  the  immunisation  of  not  less  than 
75  per  cent,  of  babies  before  their  first  birthday. 

Multiple  immunisation  is  now  coming  into  more  general  use. 
In  May,  1955  a combined  scheme  of  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough 
immunisation  was  started — this  is  now  the  most  favoured  type  of 
immunisation — and  in  1956  the  County  Council  made  provision 
for  the  use  of  a triple  antigen  to  protect  against  diphtheria,  whoop- 
ing cough  and  tetanus. 

The  number  of  children  protected  during  1956  is  shown  in  the 
following  table — 

Number  of  children  who  completed  a course  of 
primary  immunisation  and  who  received  reinforcing  injections 


Ages 

Diph 

Primary 

. only 
Booster 

Diph.  & 

Primary 

tW /cgh 

Booster 

W/cgl 

Primary 

l.  only 
Booster 

Tr 

Primary 

iple 

Booster 

Under  1 

3 

— 

55 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1—4 

9 

2 

55 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5—14 

35 

234 

3 

7 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

47 

236 

113 

8 

2 

— 

— 

Corres- 
ponding 
total  for 
1955 

88 

26 

18 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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A comparison  with  the  1955  figures  shows  that  fewei  injections 
were  given  of  primary  diphtheria  immunisation  in  1956,  with  a 
marked  increase  in  combined  immunisation.  This  change  is  to  be 
welcomed  as  whooping  cough  remains  one  of  the  diseases  which 
not  only  can  kill  babies  but  when  not  fatal  leaves  permanent 
damage  behind  it. 

To  assess  the  extent  to  which  children  in  the  town  have  been 
protected  the  proportion  of  children  of  each  age  who  have 
received,  at  some  time  or  other,  a course  of  injections  against 
diphtheria  as  well  as  the  ages  at  which  the  course  was  received 
must  be  taken  into  consideration.  Therefore  the  immunisation  state 
is  shown  in  the  following  table  by  (a)  age  of  innoculation,  and  (b) 
age  attained — 


Number  of  children  at  21/12/56  who  had  completed  a course 
of  immunisation  at  any  time  between  1/1/42  and  31/12/56. 


Age  at  31.12.55. 
i.e.  born  in  year 

Under  1 
1956 

1—4 

1952-55 

5—9 

1947-51 

10—14 

1942-46 

Total  under 
1 5 years 

Last  complete 
course  of  inject- 
ions 1952-56 

21 

354 

545 

346 

1266 

1951  or  earlier 

— 

— 

176 

275 

451 

8 Vaccination. 


Vaccination  is  a County  Council  responsibility  but  the  vaccin- 
ation state  of  the  community  is  a matter  of  concern  to  all.  The 
figures  for  the  year  are  shown  in  the  following  table — 


Age  at  which 
vaccinated 

Primary  Vaccinations 

Revaccinations 

Under  1 year 

68 

— 

1 — 4 years 

5 

1 

5 — 14  years 

2 

4 

15  years  and  over 

6 

31 

Total 

81 

36 

68  babies  under  12  months  of  age  were  vaccinated  and  the 
number  of  live  births  during  the  year  were  144,  so  that  the 
equivalent  of  47  per  cent,  of  the  children  born  were  vaccinated. 
The  corresponding  percentage  for  the  County  in  1955  was  60  so  it 
will  be  seen  that  the  town  lags  behind  the  rest  of  the  County.  The 
continued  necessity  for  the  vaccination  of  infants  stills  needs  to 
be  stressed. 

9 National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

No  action  was  required  under  Section  47  of  the  Act,  regarding 
the  removal  to  suitable  premises  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and 
attention. 
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10  PROVISIONS  OF  GENERAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 

THE  AREA 


Devolution  of  Health  Functions. 


On  the  1st  April,  1953,  there  came  into  operation  a scheme  oi 
devolution  of  Health  functions  to  existing  District  Health  Sub- 
Committees.  In  this  area,  the  No.  7 (Alton  District  Health  Sub- 
Committee  comprises  the  areas  of  the  Alton  Rural  District  Council 
and  Urban  District  Council,  to  which  sub-committee  both  Councils 
nominate  members.  Among  the  resolutions  made  were — 


“In  order  to  make  the  fullest  possible  use  of  local  knowledge 
and  to  widen  interest  there  be  devolved  upon  the  District  Health 
Sub-Committee  as  far  as  possible  responsibility  for  the  supervision 
of  the  Health  Services  in  the  area;  in  particular  services  operating 
under  Section  22  (Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children),  Section 
24  (Health  Visiting),  Section  26  (Vaccination)  and  Section  28 
(Prevention  of  illness,  care  and  aftercare,  so  for  as  that  section 
does  not  relate  to  tuberculosis)  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  1946,  as  amended,  provided  that  those  functions  are  exercised 
in  such  a way  as  to  conform  with  the  existing  scheme.” 


Ambulance  Facilities. 


The  Ambulance  Service  is  conducted  by  the  County  Council 
who  supply  monhlv  details  of  journeys  to  the  Public  Health 
Committee.  The  ambulances  for  the  area  are  stationed  at  Alton. 

Applications  for  the  use  of  ambulances  are  made  to — 

The  Aldershot  Ambulance  Station 
(Telephone  : Aldershot  2244) 

Child  Welfare. 

A Child  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  every  Tuesday  afternoon  from 
2 to  4 p.m.  at  the  Assembly  Rooms,  Alton.  This  centre  is  for  the 
attendance  of  mother  and  babies,  and  children  under  five.  Acti- 
vities at  the  clinic,  at  which  a doctor  and  nurse  attend,  include 
advice  on  feeding  and  child  management,  immunisation,  weighing 
and  the  distribution  of  welfare  foods  and  certain  Medicaments. 


Consequent  upon  the  closure  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  office. 
National  Welfare  Food  Distribution  Centres  were  established  as 
follows — 

Centre  Times  of  opening 

Alton  W.V.S.  Office,  25  High  Street  Tuesday  & Friday 

10-12  & 2-4  ' 


Child  Welfare  Centre, 

Assembly  Rooms  Tuesday  2-4 

Holybourne  Taylor’s  Stores  Shop  hours 

Health  Visiting. 

The  Health  Visitor  for  Alton  is  Mrs.  J.  E.  Morrow,  13  White- 
down,  Alton. 
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Home  Help  Service. 

A scheme  of  domestic  help  is  available.  The  helpers  are 
experienced  women  carefully  chosen  for  their  suitability  for  the 
work.  They  will  run  the  home  carefully,  their  job  being  to  take  ovei 
the  housewife’s  work. 

Home  Helps  are  available  for  the  following  types  of  cases 
when  the  housewife  is  sick  or  has  to  have  an  operation;  when  a 
new  baby  is  expected;  when  several  members  of  a household  are 
ill  at  one  time;  and  to  give  help  to  the  elderly  and  infirm. 

Application  for  a Home  Help,  accompanied  by  a medical 
certificate,  should  be  made  to  the  District  Organiser.  The  charge 
depends  on  the  hours  worked  and  the  income  of  the  family  after 
certain  allowances  have  been  made. 

Division  VI  includes  the  Urban  District  of  Alton  and  the 
Divisional  Organiser  now  has  her  office  at  the  Town  Hall,  Peters- 
held  (Telephone  : Petersfield  771/773),  to  whom  application  should 
be  made  for  a Home  Help. 

l aboratory  Facilities. 

Bacteriological  examinations  of  clinical  matter  (sputum, 
swabs,  etc.)  and  water,  milk  and  foodstuffs  are  carried  out  at  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  Royal  Hampshire  County 
Hospital,  Winchester. 

Chemical  analyses  of  water,  sewage,  milk  and  other  samples 
are  carried  out  by  arrangement  with  the  Public  Analyst,  Southamp- 
ton. 

Thanks  are  expressed  to  the  Director  of  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  and  the  Public  Analyst,  Southampton,  for 
their  ready  advice  and  assisance  granted  during  the  year. 

Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing. 

These  sei vices  are  administered  as  follows — 


DISTRICT  SERVED 

NURSE 

SERVICE  GIVEN 

Alton 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Staples,  s.r.n.,  s.c.m., 

Midwifery  and 

GAS /AIR, 

general 

6 Edward  Road,  Aiton 

N ursing 

(Appointed  1/1/56) 

QUALIF  ICATIONS:  S.R.N.  State  Registered  Nurse;  S.C.M.  State  Certified 
Midwife  ; Gas/Air,  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia  Certificate. 


Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

A Clinic  is  held  every  Thursday  at  2 p.m.  at  Alton  General 
Hospital. 

The  Medical  Officers  attending  the  Alton  Clinics  at  the  end 
of  the  year — 
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1st  Thursday 

2nd  Thursday 
3rd  Thursday 
4th  Thursday 


Dr.  W.  S.  Larcombe  and  Dr.  P. 
Shortt  (at  2.30) 

Dr.  T.  C.  Wilson 
Dr.  H.  E.  Larcombe 
Mr.  A.  F.  Goode 


School  Health  Services. 

Clinics  are  held  as  follows — 

Orthopaedic  Lord  Mayor  Treloar  Hospital,  Alton 


Ear,  nose  and  throat 
Dental 

Ophthalmic  and  orthoptic 
Child  guidance 
Speech  therapy 


Alton  General  Hospital 
At  Schools 
Alton  General  Hospital 
Health  Centre,  Winchester 
Alton  General  Hospital 


Tuberculosis. 

Clinics  are  held  at  Aldershot,  Basingstoke  and  Winchester, 
whilst  sanatoria  are  available  at  Bishopstoke,  Chandler’s  Ford, 
Liphook  and  Alton  (Morland  Hall  [The  Henry  Gauvain  Hospital] 
and  Lord  Mayor  Treloar  Hospital). 


Venereal  Diseases. 

Clinics  are  held  at  Aldershot  and  Winchester. 


Area  Welfare  Officer. 

The  Area  Welfare  Officer  is  Mr.  C.  Hemsley,  whose  office  is 
at  Manor  Park  House,  Aldershot  (Telephone:  Aldershot  2341). 
His  assistant  is  Mr.  P.  H.  Dean,  County  Council  Health  Centre, 
Bramblys  Grange,  Basingstoke  (Telephone  : Basingstoke  934). 

Water  Supply,  Sewerage,  Sewage  Disposal  and  Public  Cleansing. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  (Mr.  F. 
T.  Cornhill,  A.M.i.Mun.E.,  m.r.s.ii.)  for  the  following  report — 

Water  Supply. 

The  well  at  Windmill  Hill  Pumping  Station  continued  to 
deliver  water  of  a high  standard  of  purity,  as  proved  by  the 
bacteriological  and  chemical  analyses  taken  throughout  the  year. 
The  quantity  of  water  supplied  during  the  year  amounted  to  an 
average  daily  consumption  of  494,143  gallons.  The  fact  that 
this  figure  is  lower  than  the  previous  year  is  due  to  the  increased 
amount  of  leak  detection  and  repair  work  executed,  shewing 
saving  in  the  amount  of  water  wasted.  It  is  believed  that  the  actual 
consumption  of  water  has  in  fact,  increased.  During  the  year  the 
mains  at  the  Windmill  Hill  Pumping  Station  were  linked  up  with 
a new  main  laid  by  Messrs.  Courages  from  their  new  well  at 
Selborne  Road  to  their  brewery,  and  pumping  tests  were  carried 
out  which  shewed  that  a very  satisfactory  supply  of  water  could 
be  obtained  from  this  source,  if  required,  in  the  event  of  a break- 
down. 
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Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  quantity  of  sewage  pumped  during  the  year  amounted 
to  248,616,000  gallons,  and  this  was  all  dealt  with  at  the  Sewage 
Disposal  Works,  the  effluents  from  which  were  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Thames  Conservancy. 

Sewers  have  been  regularly  cleansed  and  flushed. 

Public  Cleansing. 

House  and  trade  refuse  has  been  regularly  collected  weekly. 
Disposal  at  the  controlled  tip  continues,  and  the  covering  of  the 
refuse  by  soil  as  quickly  as  possible  has  received  more  attention. 
The  tip  was  regularly  sprayed  with  tip  dressing  during  the  summer 
months  to  control  flies.  Inspections  and  treatments  for  rodent 
control  were  carried  out. 


Part  II 

(Medical  Statistics) 
Table  1 — General  Statistics. 


Area  in  Acres  

4085 

Rateable  Value  

£107,790 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 

£448 

Population  

8690 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

Fable  2 — Live  Births. 

Male 

2789 

Female  Total 

Legitimate  

78 

61 

139 

Illegitimate  

2 

3 

5 

Total 

80 

64 

144 

Live  birth  rate  per  1000  of  estimated  population 
Live  birth  rate  per  1000  estimated  population. 

16.1 

England  and  Wales 

Table  3— Still  Births. 

Male 

• • • • • • L 5 • 

Female  Total 

Legitimate  

0 

i 

1 

1 

Illegitimate  

0 

i 

Total  0 2 2 


I able  4 — Deaths  (from  all  causes). 

Male  Female  Total 

48  44  92 

Death  rate  per  1000  estimated  population 
Death  rate  per  1000  estimated  population,  England 
and  Wales 
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ruble  5 — Infant  Mortality  (deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age) 

Male  Female  Total 


Legitimate  

3 

1 

4 

Illegitimate  

0 

0 

0 

Total 

3 

1 

4 

Infant  mortality  per  1000  live  births 

27.7 

Infant  mortality  per  1000  live  births,  England  and  Wales 

Table  6 — Neo-Natal  Mortality. 

23.8 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of 

Causes  of  Death. 

age  3 

1 

4 

Diseases  1 

1 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Tuberculosis,  other 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Syphilitic  disease 

0 

0 

0 

4 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

6- 

Meningococcal  infections 

0 

0 

0 

7 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

0 

0 

0 

8 

Measles  . . 

0 

0 

0 

9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  . . 

0 

1 

1 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

0 

3 

3 

11 

,,  ,,  bronchus 

1 

1 

2 

12 

,,  ,,  breast 

0 

1 

1 

13 

,,  ,,  uterus 

0 

0 

0 

14 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

neoplasms 

4 

2 

6 

15 

Leukaemia  and  Aleukaemia 

1 

0 

1 

16 

Diabetes  . . 

0 

1 

1 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

5 

8 

13 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

8 

6 

14 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

1 

3 

20 

Other  heart  diseases 

5 

5 

10 

21 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

3 

1 

4 

22 

Influenza.  . 

1 

1 

2 

23 

Pneumonia 

3 

5 

8 

24 

Bronchitis 

4 

1 

5 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . . 

0 

0 

0 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

0 

2 

27 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

0 

0 

0 

28 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

0 

1 

1 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

0 

0 

0 

30 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion  . . 

0 

0 

0 

31 

Congenital  malformations 

0 

0 

0 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  causes  . . 

5 

5 

10 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

0 

1 

34 

All  other  accidents 

2 

1 

3 

35 

Suicide 

1 

0 

1 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

0 

0 

0 

All  causes 

48 

44 

92 
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Table  8 — Deaths  according  to  ages 


Age  group 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1 . . 

3 

1 

4 

1—9  . . 

0 

1 

1 

10—19  . . 

o 

0 

0 

20—29  . . 

0 

0 

0 

30—39  . . 

2 

0 

2 

40—49  . . 

2 

4 

6 

50—59  . . 

2 

3 

5 

60—69  . . 

10 

4 

14 

70—79  . . 

21 

16 

3 / 

80—89  . . 

7 

14 

21 

90—99  . . 

1 

1 

2 

48 

44 

92 

Table  9 — Number  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during 

the  last  4 years 


Disease 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

10 

14 

6 

Whooping  Cough 

, • 

32 

12 

30 

3 

Measles 

# # 

91 

6 

104 

11 

Acute  Pneumonia 

# # 

10 

9 

12 

9 

Poliomyelitis 

2 

0 

1 

0 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

• • 

2 

1 

1 

0 

Erysipelas 

• • 

0 

1 

1 

1 

Totals 

140 

39 

168 

30 

Table  10 — Tuberculosis  (details  of  new  cases  for  the  past  4 years) 


f Male 

Pulmonary  <J 

Female 
f Male 

Non- Pulmonary 

Female 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 3 5 

0 4 2 

0 0 0 

0 0 1 

0 7 
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ALTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
Annual  Report  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector  for  the  year  ended 

31st  December,  1956 

Many  changes  affecting  the  Public  Health  Department  occurred 
during  1956,  Mr.  C.  Hunt  relinquished  his  appointment  as  Sanitary 
Inspector  in  July,  1956,  and  Mr.  D.  M.  Ling  was  appointed  in  his 
stead.  The  designation  of  Sanitary  Inspector  was  changed  to  that 
of  Public  Health  Inspector  as  a result  of  a Private  Member’s  Bill 
which  received  Royal  assent  in  September,  1956,  and  comments  in 
ihe  House  of  Commons  emphasize  the  need  for  this  more  descrip- 
tive label  for  those  dealing  with  the  varied  duties  allied  to  Public 
Health. 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1956  became  operative,  in 
part,  in  January  whilst  those  provisions  requiring  structural 
alterations  received  six  months  grace  until  July,  1956. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 


Meat. 

The  slaughterhouses  at  Kent  Lane  and  Amery  Street  continued 
to  operate  throughout  the  year  very  satisfactorily  under  the  man- 
agement of  Messrs.  Cottons  (Cadnam)  Ltd.  and  the  needs  of  the 
butchers  of  the  district  were  provided  for. 

Slaughtering  was  carried  out  six  days  a week  but  in  cases  of 
emergency  a “24  hour  a day  and  7 days  a week”  service  was 
provided,  thus  preventing  undue  suffering  of  the  animal  and  the 
saving  of  the  maximum  amount  of  ffesh  for  human  consumption. 

The  Alton  R.D.C.  kindly  assisted  in  Meat  Inspection  by  per- 
mitting their  Public  Health  Inspectors  to  inspect  the  animals 
slaughtered  at  Kent  Lane  on  alternate  weeks. 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

953 

1648 

3093 

1170 

10467 

Number  Inspected 

953 

1648 

3093 

1170 

10467 

All  diseases  except  T.B. 
and  cysticerci.  Whole  car- 
cases  condemned 

1 

2 

3 

1 

19 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

83 

75 

_ 

2 

197 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  infected  with 
disease  other  than  T.B.  and 
cysticerci  . . 

8.80 

4.67 

0.09 

0.26 

1.88 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

11 



— 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

24 

85 



109 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  infected  with 
T.B. 

2.62 

5.83 

_____ 

1.06 

Cvsticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalized  and  totally 
condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Return  of  Diseases  for  which  whole  Carcases  were  condemned 


Disease 

Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

Tuberculosis  . . 

i 

11 

- 

. 

2 

14 

Septicaemia  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Moribund  condition 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

Septic  Pleurisy 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Multiple  Tumours  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Oedema 

— 

— 

2 

. ... 

2 

4 

Emaciation 

— 

2 

1 

- 

1 

4 

Fever  (Acute) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

2 

13 

3 

1 

21 

40 

15 


Return  of  Diseases  for  which  organs  and  part  Carcases  were 

condemned 


Disease 

Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

Head  : 

Tuberculosis  . . 

8 

40 

— 

100 

148 

Actinomycosis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Injury 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Abscess 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Hearts  : 

Pericarditis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

49 

49 

Endocarditis  . . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

7 

9 

Pleurisy 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

10 

Lungs  : 

Tuberculosis  . . 

8 

54 

— 

6 

68 

Pleurisy  . . . . « . . 

2 

3 

— 

— 

30 

35 

Pneumonia 

1 

3 

— - 

— 

— 

4 

Cysts  . . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Stomachs 

Tuberculosis  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Foreign  Body 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Livers  : 

Tuberculosis  . . 

7 

10 

— 

— * 

1 

18 

Cirrhosis 

19 

29 

— 

— 

45 

93 

Peritonitis 

4 

4 

— 

— 

7 

15 

Cavernous  Angioma 

— 

14 

— 

— 

— 

14 

Abscess 

26 

9 

— 

2 

37 

Bac.  Necrosis 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Echinococcus 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Strongyli 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Distomatosis  . . 

23 

10 

— 

— 

— 

33 

Fatty  degeneration  . . 

1 

— 

' — 

— 

— 

1 

Kidnevs 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Cvsts  , . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Nephritis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Spleen  : 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Part  Carcases  : 

1 

1 

Melanosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  . . 

3 

4 

— 

— 

3 

10 

Fracture 

1 

— 

— 

— 

10 

11 

Fever 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

3 

Arthritis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

5 

Pleurisy 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

Injury 

1 

— 

— 

1 

6 

8 

Abscess 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Urticaria 

1 

1 

The  general  standard  of  food  animals  admitted  to  the 
slaughterhouses  is  good.  The  approximate  weight  of  meat  and 
offal  condemned  at  the  slaughterhouses  as  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption was  only  8 tons  14  cwts.  43 lbs.,  whereas  over  1470  tons 
were  passed. 
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Chicken. 

During  the  year  21154  chicken  were  slaughtered  at  the  Chicken 
Slaughterhouse  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  condemn  292  as 
unlit  for  human  consumption.  The  offals  and  other  refuse  from 
these  premises  have  created  no  public  health  problem. 


Food  Condemned  other  than  at  the  Slaughterhouse 


Meat 
lbs.  ozs. 

Canned 
Meat 
lbs.  ozs. 

Tinned 
Vegetables 
lbs.  ozs. 

Tinned 

Fruit 

lbs.  ozs. 

Tinned 

Fish 

lbs.  ozs. 

'Finned 

Milk 

lbs.  ozs. 

458  0 

304  12 

34  9 

39  12 

4 12 

10  0 

Food  Adulteration. 

This  section  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  is  operated  by 
die  County  Council  and  i am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  C.  O.  Perry, 
Chief  Weights  and  Measures  Inspector  for  the  following  details  of 
samples  taken  during  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1957,  within  this 


area — 

Article 

Butter  and  other  fats  ... 

Drugs 

Milk — Channel  Island 
Milk 

Sausage,  Meat  and  Fish  Products 
Spirits 

Other  Foods 


No.  taken 

Genuine  Unsatisfactory 


...  1 0 

...  1 0 

...  9 0 

...  29  0 

...  1 1 

...  2 0 

...  4 0 

47  1 


The  9 Channel  Island  Milk  samples  proved  to  contain  an 
average  of  4.59  pei  cent.  Fat  and  8.83  per  cent,  non-fattv  solids 
and  the  29  milk  samples  an  average  of  3.49  per  cent.  Fat  and 
8.51  per  cent,  non-fatty  solids. 


Unsatisfactory  sample. 

A sample  of  pork  sausage  contained  56  per  cent,  of  meat 
which  in  the  Analysts’  opinion  should  have  contained  at  least 
65  per  cent.  This  was  the  first  report  received  against  this  trader 
and  the  case  was  dealt  with  by  way  of  caution. 

Milk  Supplies. 

Distribution  of  milk  within  the  area  is  carried  out  by  four 
Retailers  in  addition  to  one  Producer/Retailer  who  sells  Raw 
Tuberculin  Tested  (Farm  Bottled)  from  shop  premises. 
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Licences  issued  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Past- 
eurised and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949 — 

Dealers'  (Pasteurisers)  Licences  to  use  the 

designation  “Pasteurised"  ...  ...  1 

Dealers’  Licences  to  use  the  designation 

“Pasteurised"  ...  ...  ...  4 

Supplementary  Licences  to  use  the  desig- 
nation “Pasteurised"  ...  ...  1 

Supplementary  Licences  to  use  the  desig- 
nation “Sterilised"  ...  ...  ...  1 

Licences  issued  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw 
Milk)  Regulations,  1949 — 

Dealers’  Licences  to  use  the  designation 

“Tuberculin  Tested"  ...  ...  ...  4 

Supplementary  Licences  to  use  the  desig- 
nation “Tuberculin  Tested"  ...  ...  1 

Thirty-one  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  Purveyors  re- 
tailing in  the  area.  The  Public  Analysts’  results  are  as  follows — 


Types  of  Milk 


Pasteurised 

Pasteurised 

T.T. 

T.T. 

Ordinary 

Total 

Number  of 
samples 

18 

12 

1 

— 

31 

Phosphatase 

Satis. 

18 

12 

— 

— 

30 

Test 

Unsatis. 

— 

y 

— 

— 

Methylene 

Satis. 

18 

12 

1 

— 

31 

Blue  Test 

Unsatis. 

— 

— 

— 

Test  for 

Satis. 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Myco  T.B. 

Unsatis. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Test  for 

Satis. 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Brucella  Aborlus 

Unsatis. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream. 

No  ice  cream  is  now  manufactured  in  the  town  and  there  is 
only  one  van  plying  in  the  area.  No  action  in  respect  of  con- 
traventions of  the  Heat  Treatment  Regulations  has  been  necessary 
against  any  of  the  33  registered  retailers. 

Samples  of  each  brand  of  ice  cream  retailed  in  the  area  were 
submitted  for  analysis.  Four  were  Grade  I and  two  were  Grade  II. 
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Food  Premises. 


The  occupiers  of  all  food  premises  in  the  area  were  circularised 
regarding  the  requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations, 
1955,  and  food  handlers  were  invited  to  a Public  Meeting  held  at 
the  Assembly  Rooms  on  28th  March,  when  films,  demonstrations 
and  talks  emphasized  the  need  for  hygiene  and  the  provisions  o! 
the  Regulations.  The  response  was  most  disappointing,  but  it 
cannot  be  said  that  the  occupiers  of  food  premises  are  ignorant  of 
their  responsibilities  or  the  penalties  for  non-compliance  as  the 
various  trade  journals  and  associations  give  publicity  tc  this 
vital  subject  and  frequent  routine  inspections  familiarize  the 
handlers  with  the  need  to  keep  food  clean  and  safe. 


Other  Public  Health  Measures 


Rodent  Control. 

The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  as  regards  the 
Local  Authority  is  carried  out  by  one  full-time  operative. 

154  complaints  were  received  from  private  houses  and  were 
duly  visited  and  treated.  This  involved  the  laying  of  3821  Poison 
Baits.  The  poison  used  on  these  occasions  is  Warfarin,  an  anti- 
coagulant which,  whilst  being  a most  satisfactory  poison  for  rodents 
is  comparatively  harmless  to  humans  and  domestic  animals. 

A major  infestation  at  the  Railway  Embankment  together 
with  prolonged  infestations  at  the  Outfall  Works  and  Refuse  Tip 
were  satisfactorily  treated. 

The  CounciFs  sewers  received  maintenance  treatment  against 
rodents  during  May  and  November. 

Housing. 

Re  housing  from  sub-standard  Houses — 

The  number  of  properties  scheduled  for  action  under  the 
scheme  for  the  Clearance  of  Sub-Standard  Accommodation 
remains  at  77,  and  when  re-housing  is  possible  the  future  of  these 
properties  will  be  considered  and  the  tenants  offered  alternative 
accommodation. 

Action  taken. 

(a)  Houses  demolished. 

As  a result  of  formal  or  informal  procedure  under 

Sect.  II,  Housing  Act,  1936.  Nil 

(b)  Unfit  houses  closed. 

Under  Sect.  II,  Housing  Act,  1931 
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Nil 


(c)  Unfit  houses  made  fit. 

After  informal  action  15 

After  formal  action  (a)  Public  Health  Acts  Nil 

(b)  Housing  Act,  1936  8 


Provision  of  New  Housing  Accommodation. 

In  1956  there  were  20  new  units  of  accommodation  provided 
at  Anstey  Lane,  comprising  4 three-bedroom  houses,  4 two-bed- 
room houses,  8 one-bedroom  bungalows  and  4 two-bedroom 
fiats.  A further  15  units  of  accommodation  became  available  for 
letting  as  a result  of  tenants  leaving  council  property. 

In  all  50  families  were  satisfied,  35  from  the  Housing  Waiting 
List  and  15  exchanges  from  existing  Council  Houses.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  there  remained  370  on  the  Waiting  List. 


Number  of  Inspections  made. 

Complaints  received 
Complaint  investigated 
Complaints  justified 

Housing  Defects — Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 
Inspections  and  revisits 
Verminous  Premises 
Old  Drains  tested 
Tents,  vans  and  sheds 
Factories  (mechanical  power) 

Factories  (non-mechanical  power) 

Butchers’  Shops 
Fishmongers 
Other  Food  Shops 
Cafis,  Restaurants,  etc. 

Bakehouses 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

Dairies 

Bacteriological  Milk  Samples  taken 

Piggeries  (and  other  animals  not  domestic)  . . 

Miscellaneous  visits 

Drainage  inspections 

Marine  Store  Dealers 

Disinfestation 

Farms 

Water  Supply 
Public  Houses 
Schools 

Smoke  Abatement 
Infectious  Diseases 


53 

53 

52 

185 

4 

3 

25 

11 

4 
15 

6 

32 

6 

11 

6 

36 

31 

3 

20 

13 

2 

12 

2 

2 

9 

13 

6 

37 
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Defects  found  and  Remedied 


1.  Blocked  drains  (soil) 

2.  Repairs  to  drains  (soil) 

3.  New  W.Cs.  provided 

4.  Defective  pans  and  traps  of  W.Cs. 

5.  Defective  W.C.  cisterns  or  flush  pipes 

6.  Defective  waste  pipes  (Bath,  lav 

and  sinks) 

7.  Defective  sink  waste  channels 

8.  Absence  of  sinks 

9.  Defective  sinks 

10.  Defective  eaves,  gutters  or  R.W.  pipe 

11.  Defective  house  gullies 

12.  Stagnant  water 

13.  Offensive  accumulations 

14.  Animals,  poultry,  etc. 

15.  Verminous  premises.  . 

16.  Insufficient  or  defective  water  supply 

17.  Defective  dustbins 

18.  Absence  of  dustbin 

19.  Defective  yard  paving 

20.  W.Cs.  requiring  cleansing  . . 

21.  Defective  chimney  flues 

22.  Damp  walls  due  to  internal  defects 

23.  Damp  walls  due  to  lack  of  or  defective 

D.P.C 

24.  Defective  fireplaces  or  stoves 

25.  Defective  coppers 

26.  Defective  ventilation 

27.  Defective  sub-floor  ventilation 

28.  Defective  windows  and  doors 

29.  Defective  roofs 

30.  Defective  brickwork  or  pointing 

31.  Defective  floors 

32.  Defective  plastering 

33.  Defective  stairs 

34.  Absence  of  handrails  to  stairs 

35.  Absence  of  or  insufficient  Food  Stor 

age 

36.  Other  matters 
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Work  done  in 
default  by  Council 


Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948 


Part  1 


(i)  Inspections,  etc. 

Number  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  53 

Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Notices  ...  . . ...  ...  ...  1 

(ii)  Defects  found — 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ...  ...  ...  3 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  ...  ...  1 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ...  ...  — 

Part  VIII 

Outworkers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


Statutory  Notices 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  issued  for  abatement  or  abolition 

of  nuisances. 

Served  Complied  with 

Statutory  notices  outstanding  31/12/55  4 4 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Section  93  ...  — — 

Housing  Act,  1936,  Section  9 ...  4 4 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938/1955  ...  — — - 

8 8 


Legal  Proceedings 

No  legal  proceedings  were  taken  during  the  year. 


Disinfections 

Steam  disinfection  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  may  still  be 
carried  out,  by  arrangement,  at  the  Aldershot  or  Farnham 
Hospitals. 

Number  of  premises  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  in  the 
Urban  District  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Disinfestation  of  Premises 

The  only  disinfestations  carried  out  were  one  for  Cockroaches 
and  one  for  Ants. 
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